
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Applicant, 
          
 
 
Congratulations on your offer of a place on the Neuroscience 
and Education pathway in our MSc in Education! I am very 
much looking forward to welcoming you in September. 
 
 
 
Prior to your arrival, I want to take this opportunity to highlight some key features of 
the programme and recommend some initial reading. Neuroscience and Education is 
a young but very rapidly developing area. It is particularly important to do some pre-
reading, because most students arriving on the course have experience and 
knowledge in either neuroscience OR education but rarely both.  
 
Pre-reading 

There are several free resources already on the internet in both areas, but please be 
careful about their quality. For those seeking an initial primer on the brain, you might 
like to try The Society for Neuroscience’s free Brain Facts book: 
http://www.brainfacts.org/book. After that, I would progress to reading The Student’s 
Guide to Cognitive Neuroscience. These are great resources for those who haven’t 
encountered much neuroscience before. In terms of beginning to think about how 
neuroscience relates to education: “Neuroscience and Education: A Review of 
Educational Interventions…” which is free and Introducing Neuroeducational 
Research for thinking more deeply about the issues in working across these two 
disciplines. 
 
Dissertation : What is your burning question?  
 
Students on this pathway will also be conducting their own research project with one 
of us, for their dissertation. This year’s students have chosen a number of very 
interesting areas. Here are just a few examples, to get you to start thinking about yours:  
 

• “The effects of working memory training on the fluid intelligence of adults” 
• “Teachers scientific understanding of learning processes” 
• “Prevalence of neuromyths in schools in Indonesia” 
• “The effect of multimedia vs unimodal presentation on self-reported 

engagement and the neural correlates of attention as measured by EEG” 
• “Psychological and physiological effects of ostracism on students’ cognitive 

ability” 
 

http://www.brainfacts.org/book
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Students-Guide-Cognitive-Neuroscience/dp/1848722729/ref=dp_ob_title_bk
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Students-Guide-Cognitive-Neuroscience/dp/1848722729/ref=dp_ob_title_bk
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/EEF_Lit_Review_NeuroscienceAndEducation.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/EEF_Lit_Review_NeuroscienceAndEducation.pdf
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Intro-Neuroeducational-Research-Howard-Jones/dp/0415472016/ref=pd_sim_14_4?ie=UTF8&dpID=51R4sodlHvL&dpSrc=sims&preST=_AC_UL160_SR107%2C160_&refRID=Q09TDKKKBA2PREP5DV67
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Intro-Neuroeducational-Research-Howard-Jones/dp/0415472016/ref=pd_sim_14_4?ie=UTF8&dpID=51R4sodlHvL&dpSrc=sims&preST=_AC_UL160_SR107%2C160_&refRID=Q09TDKKKBA2PREP5DV67


  
 
 
 
Neuroscience and Education Staff 

Your lecturers and tutors on the course are research-active and practice research-
led teaching. Professor Paul Howard-Jones has recently published his new books 
“Evolution of the Learning Brain”, and “The Secret Lives of 4, 5, and 6 year olds”, 
and will be giving a lecture to all new students on brain evolution in Welcome Week 
when you arrive. Dr Shelley McKeown Jones and  Dr Amanda Williams are social 
psychologists who are examining how storybooks can be used to encourage 4- to 
6-year-olds to interact with their racially diverse classmates; Dr Neil Ingram is on 
the “Sci-napse” project, which is implementing a science education intervention 
informed by neuroscience in 70 schools. Dr Ioanna Bakapoulou studies socio-
emotional functioning of children and young people with speech, language and 
communication needs (SLCN).  Dr Jo Rose uses mixed methods to look at widening 
participation into higher education, Dr Elena Hoicka looks into creativity in toddlers, 
and Professor Melissa Allen researches symbolic understanding and language 
development and the use of technology  in children. I am a cognitive neuroscientist 
by training and work in interdisciplinary neuroimaging projects looking into the 
brains of children with Autism and epilepsy to identify biomarkers of autism and 
language impairment. My projects involve neuropsychological testing of children 
and parent/teacher questionnaires in conjunction with neuroimaging tools such as 
magnetoencephalography, electroencephalography and functional magnetic 
resonance imaging (Dr Shu Yau). 
 
Checklist of things to do before arriving 

• Apply for Accommodation - The Accommodation Office is accepting 
applications from offer-holders who are commencing study in 
September.  University accommodation is very popular and the deadline is 30th 
June 2018.  

• Accept your offer - The earlier we know the more preparation we can do for 
your arrival.  If you have not already done so please respond to your offer of 
study.  

• Apply for a Visa (International Students only) - If you are an international 
applicant now is the time to apply for your Tier 4 visa.   Unconditional offer 
holders who have paid a deposit can request a Certificate of Acceptance of 
Studies (CAS) number.  The University of Bristol has an excellent International 
Office and our colleagues there have vast experience in offering applicants 
advice and support.  Contact details are available on the link above and we 
would recommend making use of their expertise. 

• Meet Any Conditions of Offer - We appreciate that conditional offer-holders 
will meet their conditions at different points throughout the application 
cycle.  Please ensure that as soon as you have the documents to satisfy a 
condition of offer that you get in touch with us.  We will then update your 
application accordingly. 

 
We look forward to welcoming you into the School of Education community in 
September. 
 
With best wishes, 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/education/people/93406/index.html
https://www.waterstones.com/book/evolution-of-the-learning-brain/paul-howard-jones/9781138824454
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/education/people/person/shelley-a-mckeown-jones/overview.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/education/people/person/amanda-t-williams/overview.html
http://www.bris.ac.uk/education/people/person/neil-r-ingram/overview.html
http://www.sci-napse.net/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/education/people/-1061/index.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/education/people/person/jo-r-rose/overview.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/education/people/elena-hoicka/index.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/education/people/melissa-l-allen/index.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/education/people/shu-h-yau/index.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/accommodation/postgraduate/apply/
https://app.hobsons.co.uk/AYApplicantLogin/fl_ApplicantConnectLogin.asp?id=bristol-g
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/online-payments/deposits/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/international-office/visas-immigration/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/international-office/visas-immigration/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/education/contact/


  
 
 
Shu 
Neuroscience and Education Pathway Coordinator 
shu.yau@bristol.ac.uk 
 
School of Education 

 If you are not already following us on Twitter we recommend you do so.  This is a 
great way to start becoming part of the SoE community and we would love to hear 
from you on your reasons for applying, aspirations and preparations for arrival by using 
the #MySOEBristol and tagging us @SoEBristol. 

 

 

mailto:shu.yau@bristol.ac.uk
https://twitter.com/SOEBristol
https://twitter.com/hashtag/MyGSOEBristol?src=hash

